
OPEN LETTER TO 

THE LIVINGSTON COUNTY PROCECUTOR,  

WILLIAM J. VALLIENCOURT 
 

 

William J. Vailliencourt, Jr.      March 19, 2015 

Livingston County Prosecutor’s Office 

210 S. Highlander Way 

Howell, MI 48843 

 

Dear Mr. Vailliencourt, 

 

 

We are presenting this letter protesting the conduct of the Livingston County Prosecutor’s Office in the 

civil and criminal trials of Josh and Brenda Burns. 

  

 

According to the American Bar Association (Standard 3- 1.2 The Function of the Prosecutor), “the duty of 

the prosecutor is to seek justice, not merely to convict.” When the prosecution withholds or suppresses 

evidence  or otherwise engages in misconduct, terrible injustices result.  

 

Prosecutorial misconduct can include but is not limited to:  

 

- Courtroom misconduct (making improper remarks or improperly introducing evidence designed 

to prejudice the jury; … or making improper closing arguments). 

- Attempting to suppress evidence that might tend to exonerate the defendant. 

- Threatening, badgering or tampering with witnesses. 

- Selective or vindictive prosecution. 

- Use of unreliable and untruthful witnesses. 

(www.uslegal.com) 

 

Your office has exhibited all of these examples of misconduct during the prosecution of Josh and Brenda 

Burns.   

 

Courtroom misconduct: 

On numerous occasions, your prosecutors, Betsy Sedore and Maryanne Jerge, were observed engaging 

in rude, loud, obnoxious and unprofessional behavior within the courtroom and in the hallway directly 

outside of the courtroom.  This behavior included rolling eyes, yelling and screaming, throwing 

notepads, pointing and laughing at the defendants’ family members as they were crying and giving each 

their high fives in the hallway which demonstrated inappropriate glee at the expense of a defendant and 

their family.  This behavior is unacceptable and is an embarrassment to Livingston County.  According to 

court transcripts, your prosecutor, Betsy Sedore, also lied during her closing arguments in the civil trial 

when she stated that Joshua Burns had been alone with Naomi preceding every hospital visit during her 

illness.  Court record, medical records and witnesses indicate this statement was a blatant lie introduced 

in order to prejudice the jury. 

 

 



.

Attempting to suppress evidence that might exonerate the defendant: 

In an attempt to keep important medical information from the juries which might exonerate Mr. Burns, 

your office successfully suppressed evidence from the juries in both the civil and criminal trials.  This 

suppressed evidence includes peer-reviewed medical research and an e-mail exchange between Dr. 

Bethany Mohr and Dr. Levin.  This exchange clearly indicated that your key witness Dr. Mohr had been 

informed by a qualified expert that her absolute diagnosis of abuse was wrong.   

 

Threatening, badgering and tampering with witnesses: 

During trial, especially the civil trial, your prosecutor, Betsy Sedore, repeatedly badgered witnesses 

while on the stand.   Her behavior was unprofessional and embarrassing.  On numerous occasions her 

antics resulted in the jury laughing at her.   Your office along with CPS has also attempted to coerce Mrs. 

Burns into divorcing her husband and leading her to believe if she complied your office would stop 

harassing her and her daughter, Naomi. 

 

Selective or vindictive prosecution: 

Your office maliciously pursued the prosecution of Mrs. Burns after she continued to maintain her 

husband’s innocence even though she was never accused of any abuse herself.  Your office continues to 

vindictively harass and pursue control over Brenda Burns’ relationship with her daughter even after 

being exonerated in by a jury in civil court.  Your harassment of Mrs. Burns violates the Michigan 

Supreme Court ruling in re Sanders. 

 

In light of the blatant injustices that your office has directed toward the Burns family and continues to 

direct toward Mrs. Burns it is our conclusion that you have failed to uphold the duty of your office as an 

elected official.  You have also sworn to uphold the laws of the United States of America and the State of 

Michigan.  The way your office has maliciously and dishonestly carried out the prosecutions of Joshua 

Burns and Brenda Burns reveals that upholding the law and serving your constituents are of little 

importance to your office.  In light of these grievances we have laid out above, the friends, family 

members and community supporters of the Burns family are unified in their belief that the Livingston 

County Prosecutor’s Office, under your leadership, has exhibited blatant and repeated misconduct 

unbecoming of the office of prosecutor. 

 

...the due administration of justice is the firmest pillar of good Government…. (George Washington, in a 

letter to Attorney General Edmund Randolph on September 28, 1789). 

 

 

 

Matthew Eckman 

 

On behalf of the friends, family and community supporters of Joshua, Brenda and Naomi Burns 

 

 

Contact: Matthew Eckman 


